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by a reading test and other achievement tests as the need
arises.
HOW    ONE    SCHOOL    STUDIES    BEGINNERS
Every spring, in one school system, the names of parents
who expect to enroll their children in September are ob-
tained from the Parent-Teacher Association, from brothers
and sisters of young children, and from the school nurse and
visiting teacher.
Letters are sent to these parents giving the exact time
each child is to come to the school building for a physical
examination and vaccination. This examination is con-
ducted as described on pages 269 and 388.
On the first day of school each new pupil is registered in
the principal's office, thus freeing the teacher's attention
for the children themselves and separating the mother or
older sister or brother from the child. As each child enters
the classroom, the teacher greets him in a friendly way and
shows him the hook in the cloakroom on which he is to
hang his coat and the locker in which he is to keep his pos-
sessions. In the room are a number of centers of interest —
tables of attractive books, materials for construction, toys,
and apparatus—• which he is free to explore. To a timid
child the teacher frequently assigns some practical tasks,
such as feeding the goldfish or watering the flowers, in the
performance of which he will lose his timidity and begin to
explore the room with the other children. The musical
signal which is used to call the children to attention is
clearly explained and used two or three times during the
morning. They then play a game of learning one another's
names.
The teacher usually tells a story. Sometimes children
volunteer to tell a story. During the rest of the first day
they engage in other typical first-grade activities of their own
choosing. The teacher moves from group to group becom-
ing acquainted with individual children and giving indi-
vidual instruction as needed. The children's choice of
activity, their conversation with other children, their re-

